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TO A 

LET T E R, 
CONTAINING 

REMARKS on a Book entitled, 
The Infallibility of human 
Judgment. 

| To Mr. S. B. 

| Es confefling that I am glad of 


ANSWER 


+ ae | — — — ä 
* 


an Opportunity of declaring the great E- 
ſteem 1 have for your Friendſhip as well 
as Jud in Matters of this nature, yet the 
Neceflity of the Circuml . 
| 2 C 


[4] 
le more than a Compliment, to tell you ſo 
* becauſe I was obl Fe if I anſwer'd it 
atall, to conver it by your cans to Mr. C—, 
having receiv*d his from your Hands; and as 
to its being in Print, it is, becauſe ſo many of 
my Friends and Acquaintance, who know of 
it, defire Copies, whom it is not practicable 
to gratify otherwiſe : However I do not deſign 
to publiſh it, and don't doubt but to take effec- 
tual care that no Bookſeller ſhall ; and the Rea- 
ſon is, I am reſolv'd, ſince I have ſeen it pro- 
to undertake it, to give my ſelf full Li- 
bat to finiſh the Argument, and put it paſt a- 
ny further Diſpute or Objection. But I have 
no ſuch Fondneſs for = thing I can do, as to 
prefer it to the Regard I have for the Tran- 
_ of Mankind. I know it will choque 
ome People ſurpriſingly *, and I think it im- 
prudent, nay even wicked, to make ſuch ſudden 
and violent Attacks on the Peace of Peoples 
Minds. I ſhall therefore take Care to keep it 
from thoſe who are not in ſome meaſure pre- 
par'd for it. l | 


The Method here taken might not perhaps 
be approv'd on by many curious and judicious 
Perſons, but I dare fay they will excuſe it, when 
they conſider that I have an End in View of 
eſtabliſhing this Principle in thoſe who profeſs 
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„See Infal. of Hum. Fudgm. page 100, 207, 
208, 242, | 


it; 


[y] 
it; explaining it where they ſeem not thoroughly 
to N it, and let others ſee that it is very 
conſiſtent and conducive to the beſt Morality 
as well as Religion; and alſo practical, ſince a 
very conſiderable Body of virtuous good Peo- 
ple are eſtabliſh'd, directed and regulated by it. 


I know very well that the Generality of 
them do nor ſee it in all its other Appearances, 
nor know it by its other Denominations ; but 
how ſmall a Part of any who call themſelves a 
Church, underftand what they pretend to pro- 
fels? It is enough for me that in Religion and 
Morality, which is as far as they are concern'd 
as a Body, they are determin'd by it. My An- 
tagoniſt was excited to this by a very eminent 
noble Perſon, as I am inform'd : He himſelf is 
a Man of Parts and Sincerity, and of Note 
too, and profeſſes himſelf a Quaker (tho' I think 
he is a little too much in Love with what is 
call'd Myſtick Divinity to be conſiſtent with 
their Principles); if therefore I write to them, 
it is to them I am principally to be agreeable, 
as well as intelligible, if I hope for Succeſs. 


In his Letter, Page 6, is this remarkable 
P h. But nothing can more clearly de- 
monſtrate this Difference between carnal 
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® Reaſon, and Reaſon illuminated by Faith, 
4 than that great Inſtance of Abraham's Obe- 
« gience to the Command of God, to offer 
« up his Son; for if he had form'd his Judg- 
ment according to carnal Reaſon, he mult (in 
this Author's way) firſt have receiv'd the Com- 
mand in his Appehenſion, and then when he 
„bad brought it to his Judgment, he might 
« very naturally have reaſon'd, that to ſlay his 
„ own Son would be a wicked, barbarous, in- 
human, cruel and murderous Action, and 
therefore could not be the Command of God, 
*© becauſe it could never be le to his 
« Wiſdom, Juſtice and Goodneſs ; nay was con- 
4 trary to the Truth of his own Promiſe con- 
* cerning this very Son ; from whence he might 
4 very reaſonably have concluded that this muſt 
de ſome diabolical Deluſion or horrid Tem- 
« ptation ; and ſo his W1LL might have reſoly'd 
© never to obey it; and I do not ſuppoſe that 
+ our Author himſelf can imagine, that = 

« even the moſt virtuous moral Man could 
* have argued and reſoly'd otherwiſe from the 
Principles of human unilluminated Reaſon. 


Thus far Mr. C 's Letter: Theſe are 
his very Words, all of them as they follow 
one another, and are literally tranſcrib'd ; and 
it appears to me, as 7 4 mg as ever was 
for the frightning People out of theit 

eaſon and common Senſe, That a Man can 
be ſo perfectly ſound in Mind and in his Senſes, 
and go ſo far and not ſee quite — the 

'allacy. 


1 


Fatlacy. He is very much in the right indeed 
when he fays, The Author of the Ixfallilility 
of human Judgment can't imagine that any 

even the moſt virtuous and moral Man, could 
have argued or reſolv'd otherwiſe; one would 
be almoſt ready to think this Gentleman could 
= be ſerious, but had a Mind to divert himſelf 

us. 


However ſuppoſing him ſerious, and that it 
is his taking it for granted, that Reaſon muſt 
be illuminated by Faith, hath dazled the Eyes 
of his Underſtanding, that he can't ſee Truth 
in plain Day-light, when it ſtands directly be- 
fore him: Tho? all that can be meant here by 
Reaſon being illuminated by Faith, can be no 
more than ſaying we muſt have Faith in a 
Thing, or believe it with Reaſon or againſt Rea- 
ſon, that is, right or wrong, true or falſe. We 
ſhall ſoon ſee of what good or bad Uſe this 
Word Faith is, and whether what he here calls 
Faith, and ſays illuminates Reaſon, is a celeſtial 
Light, or an infernal Will-with-a-wiſp. 


We have no other Faculties to underſtand 
any thing by, or to diftinguiſh one thing from an- 
other, but this natura Apprehenſion, and the na- 
tural Faculty of judging, which are both invo- 
luntary ; and our Antagoniſt hath juſtly ſhewn 
how theſe have ſeen and determin'd it: And the 
CRITERION OF T RUTH may from thence be 
thus form'd and applied : 
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.— 
To fay a Thing is what it is, 


Dub. and what it appears to be to our 
9 own Apprebenſion and Judgment, 


and to the Apprebenſion and Judgment of 
all Mankind, is to SpEAKʒ TruTH. 

To ſay a Thing is not what it is, nor 
what it appears to be to univerſal Appre- 
henſion, and to contradict the Teſtimony 
of our own natural Judgments, and the 
Judgments of every 2 is TEIL. 
LING A LYE. 


If we have _ Meaning adapted to thoſe 
Words Truth and Lye, it is this and no other. 
I therefore deſire a clear and direct Anſwer to 
this Queſtion, 


Whether a Man that ſpeaks ac- 

* cording as his own Apprehen/ion 
and the Apprehenſion of all Man- 

kind hath ſeen of this Caſe, and according 
as his own zatural Judgment and the Judg- 
ment of all Mankind determines on this 
Caſe, in faying the Propoſal to Abraham 
to ſacrifice his Son, is the Propoſal of an 
inhuman, barbarous and crucl * 

or 


[9] 
Doth the Man that ſpeaks thus of this 
Caſe ſpeak Truth or Falſhood ? | 


Obſerve here the invincible Force of this 
CRITERION ; it is an irreſiſtible Law, execut- 
ing it ſelf, and "inflicting a Penalty of Scandal 
and Ignominy on the Oftender ; and we are even 
with thoſe who would impoſe penal Laws a- 
gainſt it; for whoever refuſes the Criterion, or 
pretends to argue againſt the evident Determi- 
nation of it, when it is thus rightly applied, and 
the Queſtion brought before it, muſt be cover'd 
with Shame, being in his own Conſcience con- 
demn'd, and that Conſcience confeſs'd and open 
to the View of all who hear him; ſo that he 
ſtands detected and expos'd like a Man in the 
Pillory for Crimes of the like nature. 


So potent, ſo univerſal, ſo ſatisfactory, ſo 
eaſy and ready is the way of attaining Truth! 
How ſurpriſing is the Stupidity of Mankind to 
be blind to the clear Light of their Reaſon! 
How ungrateful to the Author of our Conſti- 
tution, who hath thus perfectly made us! But 
Men will find out Inventions of their own, to 
amend and better what is already ſo exquiſi- 
tely finiſh'd: Reaſon in their Opinion is too 
dark, and we muſt look for artificial Means of 
illuminating it; but how juſt are the Confu- 
fions and other miſerable Conſequences of this 


preſumptuous Impiety 


A What 


L 10 
What can be ſaid in Defence of this which 
People call Faieb, and pretend it illuminates 
their Reaſon ? If it leads from Truth, we can't 
ſay it is a celeſtial Light; and if no better Uſe 
nor Meaning is to be found in theſe f Words 
Faith and — we ſhall have ye Reaſon 
to repent our throwing them out iloſophi 
cal Arguments; much rather wiſh — 2 
ticable to throw them out of Converſation, ſince 
ſuch palpable Error and Confuſion is the Con- 
ſequence. 


Remark here, we have not in Words de- 
clar'd on which Side the Caſe will be deter- 
min'd ; therefore if any Perſon hath read thus 
far, and ſtill continues our Antagoniſt, let him 
top before he goes any further to confider the 
Queſtion, and ANSWER IT AS HE DURST, and 
as he values his Reputation for Senſe and Ho- 


neſty. 


It is alſo acknowledg'd that a virtuous mo- 
ral Man (but indeed we muſt ſuppoſe he means 
one no more than #azxraily or carnally, as they 
call it, virtuous and moral) by this way of rea- 
ſoning, will conclude it is not the Command 
of God, becaufe he hath diſcover'd by his Ap- 
prehenſion and Judgment that it is di le 
to Wiſdom, Juſtice and Goodneſs. 


— 


— — 
— 4 


— 


+ See Infal, hum. Fudgm. page 74. 
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1 oaotly mb ight, though he 
can't ſee it; for this, tho” _—_ be — 
to all Caſes as the former, yet is as univerſal 
and juſt a Cxiterion to 1 Things, where 


God and Religion is the Caſe; for we have no 


Notion of God at all but by ſeeing that our 
ſelves and every thing elſe are made juſtly, wiſe- 
ly, — Sc. And whoever pretends to uſe 
the Monoſyllable God, and doth not mean by 
it a Being, with all theſe Attributes accordin 
to the moſt uſual and common Application an 
Signification of the Words, hath no more Mean- 
ing in pronouncing the Word God than a Par- 
rot, and is indeed an Atheiſt, without any Know- 
ledge at all of the Author of his own Being and 
the Univerſe. 


Now the t is here finiſh'd; for af- 
ter a Caſe is reduc'd to a ſelf-evident Propoſi- 
tion, agreeable to the univerſal Reaſon of Man- 
kind; if a Man pretends till to argue, he on- 
ly ſhews that he is either not right and ſound 
in his Mind, or hath not yet arny'd to pertect 
man! 8 becauſe he hath not at- 
tain'd to the Knowledge of the right Uſe of 
his rational Faculties : F or if a Man under Pre- 
tence of being determin'd by Miracles, Autbc- 
rities and Faith, talks of Things inconſiſtent 
with the irrefragable Laws of Nature, the erer- 
nal and unalterabie Diſtunction of Things, and 
againſt auiverſal common Senſe ; if he be ſin- 
cere, and as yet hath not got over the Prejudices 


of Education, and knows no better; it _— 
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of a docil Diſpoſition, he may and ought to be 
tavght, but he is no Antagoniſt to be argued 
with. To multiply more Words would only 

lex the Caſe which is now clear, and a 
an's own Reflections will in a little time 
convict him. In the mean while he may help 
himſelf by debating in his own Mind, and ex- 
amining how he receiv'd this Hiſtory, and from 
whom * If the Story is truly related? How and 
by what Authority it came to be forc'd upon 
us? How we know it to be ſacred? By what 
Means this Author or his Abraham knew this 
was God's Command ; whether the Voice of 
God is to be diſtinguiſh'd as one Man's from 
another's, cr his Perſon ? 


When he comes to conſider theſe Things he 
will find that no ſuch Revelation as this is poſ- 
fible, becauſe it is not poſſible either to know 
it, prove it, or pat it in practice. 


Here is a Thing propoſed, detrimental to hu- 
man Society, and the whole Community or Na- 
tion, in which a Man lives, muſt be ſatisfy'd 
of it; but which way can this be done? 


If the moſt venerable Perſon now living, and 
even ſuppoſe him to have had ninety nine good 
and true Revelations, and that this was the 
hundredth : Thoſe ninety nine were known to 
be good and true, _ as they foretold ſome 
Things which ſucceeded accordingly. or directed 
him to ſomething not detrimental to the _ 
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and Benefit of Mankind ; but this hundredth is 


apparently detrimental, and all Mortals are 
liable to mortal Accidents, ſach as hypochon- 
driac Diſt , Delufions, c If therefore 
the wiſeſt beſt good Man in the Nation was to 
ſay he had a ſupernatural Revelation to kill an 
innocent Man, whether his own Son or an- 
other: Such wiſe Man's Friends, notwithſtanding 
the Veneration and Eſteem they had for him, 
would, if they found him inſiſt on it, recom- 
mend him to the Care of a Phyſician. 


A Miracle, tho? never ſo ſurpriſing, could a- 
yail nothing in this Caſe: The railing of the 
Dead could not prove it came from God ; for 
the Witch of Endor rais'd Samxel : Nor could 
a Voice in Thunder from the Clouds ; for the 
Devil is the Prince of the Power of the Air: 
And in 1 Kings xxii. an evil Spirit is ſaid to be 
ſent into Abab's Prophets, to perſuade him, un- 
der Pretence of divine Revelation to Lit to 
him, in order to betray him to his Deſtruction. 


When my Antagoniſt hath conſider'd this 
well, I doubt not but he will be ſomewhat ele- 
vated with the Contemplation of that infinite 
Wiſdom, who hath fo perfectly form'd ns, and 


on us Reaſon. This involuntary Judgment, 


ow evidently doth it here ſhew it ſelf in this 
eſent Caſe to be the Spirit of Truth, which 
is for ever diſcovering Error, and diſpelling 
Darkneſs ! All the Auborkies of ſeeming great 
Men, Books, Miracles and Wonders that are 
really 
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really or feignedly wrought, can have no Effect 
to obſtruct this divine Beam of Light; it w1/l 
ſhew Things as they are: So irreſiſtible is its 
Power, that our own Actions are approv'd or 
cenſur'd by it; too many of them are the Di- 
Qates of our Appetites and Wills, but they are 
juſtified or condemn'd according to their real 
Goodneſs or Badneſs by this InwarD Licur, 
which in this View and Operation of it we 
call CoxnSCIENCE. When we meditate on the 
Ingenuity of our own Frame and Conſtitution 
and of the World and all the Objects aroun 
us, and find that an infinitely wiſe Agent form'd 
them, we then call this Faculty LicuT or 
NATURE; and when we have diſcover'd by 
this Light of Natare a ſupreme great Mind 
and Author of all Things, we find that all his 
Works and Productions are perform'd by this 
ETERNAL REASON OF T HINGS, and his own 
Actions are determin'd by it. 


How mean is it, after theſe glorious and real 
beneficial Views of REASON, to ſtoop ſo low 
as to beftow a Thought on Belief, that vile 
Device of wicked mercenary tyrannical Men, 
ro debauch and degenerate the human Mind, 
and enflave the whole Species! Theſe by teach- 
ing ſome Morality, give a Sanction to Fables, 
and a Veneration to themſelves, and thus ſteal 
unperceptibly on unwary People; and then Faith, 
by which is meant Faith, or a Reliance on them 
and their Doctrines and Interpretations is ſud- 
ſtituted in the room of the divine Light of 
Reaſon. And 
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And this is the dark and black Artifice, rhe 
true carnal xnnatural Reaſon that is ſet to op- 
- 0 obſcure the bright Rays of the Spirit of 


But the Offence which Mr. C takes to 
the Treatiſe, is rather a more latent Uneaſineſ3 
in behalf of the Quakers, being afraid that we 
are explaining away thoſe pleaſing and uſeful 
Conſolations they find in their contemplati 
Extaſies, and which they ſay they are excit 
to ——_ ſame divine Spirit ; and it is this cauſe- 
leſs Fear gives ſome a ſecret Pain, and makes 
them beſtow a great deal of Labour to be in- 
conſiſtent with themſelves by oppoſing Things, 
that, when truly underſtood, do not oppoſe them: 
But we ſhall ſoon ſee that he is entirely miſtaken 
for want of attending to what he-hath or may 
read ; for there is nothing, even of that inno- 
cent and beneficial Enthuſiaſm loſt ; for only 
tranſiently to mention that a good and pious 
Man, having no Vices or Immoralities to weigh 
him down, may ſoar up to molt delightful Paſ- 
fions from his own natural and rational Reflec- 
tions and Meditations : But we have gone fur- 
ther than this, and if he had at all heeded the 
Treatiſe he complains on, he would have found 
{ in ſeveral Places ſome real Phænomena ſhew'd 


of the like nature, and demonſtrating the phi- 
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I Page 49, 80. All the 6th Chapter of the Supple - 
kent, p. 23. 


loſophi_ 
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loſophical Probability, that the Mind of Man 
may have Communications with, Notices and In- 
cizements from, other intellectual ſpiritual A- 
gents: But as theſe ſpiritual intellectual Agents 
may be good or bad, ſo it is by them admitted 
that the Contemplations and Actions thus ex- 
cited may be good or bad. There is therefore 
as much Neceſſity for the afore-deſcrib'd in- 
ward Light of Truth, to witneſs to the Good- 
neſs or eſs of the real or pretended Inſpi- 
rations, as to any thing elſe. 


And ſo far do I take my ſelf from differing 
from them, that I know it to be a Miſtake in 
Fact; for it is their Practice to try even thoſe 
who pretend to Inſpiration among themſelves 
bythis very univerſal inward Light ; and accord- 
ing as that bears its Teſtimony, they do ap- 
prove or diſapprove, admoniſn, correct, and even 
entirely ſuppreſs ſome. | 


So that they themſelves do make a Diſtinc- 
tion betwixt zhe 992 and that by which 
they judge of the Inſpiration of its Goodneſs 
or Badneſs, or Reality. 


And it is Want of obſerving with Attention 
this Diſtinction, which makes Mr. C 
and ſome others think Rationaliſts differ from 
them, when indeed there is no ſuch Difference. 


For who would go about to diſpute the Rea- 
lity of the Inſpiration, when the very * 
an 
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1 
and Conſtitution of the human Mind in a ſtrict 
philoſophical Examination admits of it? eſpe- 
cially (I repeat) to diſpute it with thoſe who 
have ſuch an unqueſtionable Guide to judge it 
by, as will ſuffer no Error detrimental to hu- 
man Happineſs to —_— its Cenſure? and I 


am ſure he is no wiſe Man who will dare to be 
offended with true Religion and Devotion right- 
ly turn'd to its proper Object, and ſo much for 
the Improvement and Benefit of Mankind. 


The only Principle on which they build, as 
deſcrib'd by Mr. Barclay, and admitted by them 
all, is that there is an ward Light, a divine 
Spirit of Truth, which ſhews us Truth from, 

rror, Deluſion from true Revelation ; that no- 
thing is good, tho? handed down to us with 
never ſuch plauſible Pretences, if this Z:ghe 
doth not witneſs to it; that the Scripture its 
ſelf is a dead Letter without this; that the 
Whole and the Parts thereof are viewed by 
this; the Interpolations, Additions, Alterations, 
falſe Tranſlations, erroneous Tranſcriptions are 
confider'd, and the Goodneſs of it admitted on- 
ly to be good as this divine Spirit within them 
beareth Teſtimony of the Goodneſs. They 
alſo ſay, that every Man in the World from the 
inning before Chriſtianity, as well as ſince, 
and in all Parts of the World, as well where 
Chriſtianity is, as where it is not, have this in- 
ward Light : That it is ſufficient to guide Men 
in all religious and moral Duties that God or 
Man can be ſuppos'd to require of them : That 
every 
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every one hath it, if will exert it, or ra- 
2 mit it to OE. but a Man may 
refuſe to obſerve the Dictates of it, and it may 
be ſo far ſtifled by an Habit of Wickedneſs, 
and by giving way to Errors that are in direct 
2 ſition to it, that it may be ſcarce diſcern- 

E. 


Now every Title of this muſt be admitted 
as juſt and true; and even the very Terms which 
they ſeem to delight in as its Denominations, 
are moſt proper and adequate Terms to ex- 
preſs it by when conſider d and applied on this 
manner. 


And all I can find 1 have been doing on, if 
they would diligently conſider jt again, is to ex- 
plain this inward Light, to prove the Univer- 
fality, the Purity, Sanctity and Force of it, the 
Manner of applying it, or in their Phraſe, the 
way of obſerving its Bictates and Operations: 
To ſhew it, is no wild enthuſiaſtick Chimæ- 

but a Reality, an e of the divine Foun- 
tain of all Truth ſtamp'd and fix d in the Con- 
ſtitution of the human Mind. 


And as they impoſe no Creeds, Articles or 
other Authorities, nor require any thing but a 
Submiſſion to this Principle; I think my ſelf 
too much intereſted to proceed in the Com- 
mendation of the People profeſſing it, for fear 
of being ſuſpected of Partiality and Flattery : 
Yet I can't help here referring to a Letter * 

Y 
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by one who can by no means be liable to Suſ- 
picion of ſuch Partiality: I mean that ſign'd 
Diogenes, pabliſh'd in the Brieiſp Journal, Apr. 
13, 1723. on the Subject of Enthuſiaſm, where 
beſides a great deal more which he hath moſt 
juſtly aid, demonſtrating his Value for it, he 
concludes to this Purpoſe, *That Mr. Barclay's 
« Syſtem is the moſt beneficent in the Wor d, 
* comprehends eve _ which hath been 
* ſaid by the beſt Writers or Liberty of Con- 
* ſcience, and againſt all religious Impoſitions ; 
and this he hath done with as much Wit, hap- 
„ py Turn, and Maſtery of Expreſſion, as is 
* conſiſtent with the Plainneſs and Simplicity 
affected by thoſe of his Sect, who Page 1. 
de ſays, are ue the only Party amon 
« Men whoſe Practices as a Body cotreſpo 
* with their Principles. 


But II perceive there are ſtill ſome Miſtakes 
between us by miſunderſtanding and miſapply- 
ing the Word Reaſon, as Mr. C often 
cafls the whole of the Underſtanding Reaſox ; 
at other times talks of Reaſon, when nothing 
is meant but Katiocination, Reaſoning, or Ar- 


gumentation, &c, I ſhall therefore here giv 


ve 
an Explication of it, which perhaps will pleaſe 
thoſe who have a philoſophical Taſte, better 
than any I have hitherto done. 


By Judgment then I mean A passvVE PeR- 
CEPTION OF THE RELATION OF T RINGS, that 


is, an involuntary Determination of the _ 
ty 


—— 
—— 
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dity or Inequality, the Fitxeſs or - Unfitneſs 
which is to N the oodneſs or Baaneſs, Beau- 

or Deformity of Things with one another ; 
and this is the NATURAL JUDGMENT ; and 
te Word Vagus chooſe — 11 _ part 
the Word Jadgment to expreſs it by, and ap- 
ply it only to this Perception of the Relation 
of Things, excluding it from all other Uſes, 
thereby to accuſtom our ſelves to a clear and 
intelligible Method of conceiving and dcliver- 
ing to others our diltin& and ſeparate Ideas. 


| Now this Perception is thus brought about; 
we ſee, for Example, two Sticks, one three Feet 
long, the other four; this is the firſt and /imple 


Perception, and therefore I call this Perception | 


of the two Objects without conſidering their 
Relation; PERCEPTION or APPREHENSION. 
Then immediately follows the Perception of 
their Relation which they have to one an- 
other, which is that they are one longer than 
the other, and this I call Judgment, becauſe it 
is an involuntary Determination, that they are 
unequal. 


So in a moral Caſe, for Example, a Man ſees 
his Neighbour's beautiful Wife, and his own 
Appetite of enjoying her; but when he views 
both together again, he perceives at the ſame 
inſtantaneous View which the very Word Wife 
excites in him, that her being ſo will require a 
Neceſſity of his being ſtronger or more cun- 
ning than her or her Husband, becauſe he _ 
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of doing ſomewhat which he would not ſuffer | 


ſhould be done to himſelf; and this immediately 
ſhews him the Inequality of it to his own and 
his Neighbour's Peace; that is its Unfizneſs, its 
Deformity; and this is his natural Perception of 
the Relation of the Things, that is his involun- 
75 Judgment, let his Actions be what they 
vill, either conſonant or diſſonant to it. 


And notwithſtanding we have thus clearly 
ſhew'd this Reaſon 2 2 to be natural 
to the Mind, 2 have we loſt nothing of that 
Divinity and Excellency which we aſcrib'd to 
it before, and which excited our Admiration ; 


for we are here conſidering an intelligent ſpiri- 


tual Agent, and not making ſuch a Soleciſm 
in Speech as well as in Philoſophy, as to think 
of corporeal or material PERCEPTION or WILL; 


and let thoſe who charge us with Superſtition, 


conſider the Reſult which the moſt diligent 
Enquirer into the whole material Syſtem, (as 
well of the great World as its Epitome Man) 
and the Laws of their Motions, is come to in 
this Caſe : He diſcovers and demonſtrates that 
the f Organs of Senſe are not for enabling 
the Soul to PERCEIVE the Species of Things 


« in its Senſorium, but only for conveying them 


« there. The Senſes do no more than CARRY 


r 


t Sir 1/aac Newton's Opticks, p. 379. 


« which 


* the Images of Things to our little Senſoriums, 


| 
| 


[ 22. ] 
< which are there ſeen and beheld by that which 
4 in us perceives and thinks ;” * but that which 
thus 2 and beholds, percerves and thinks, is 
ſill ſomething elſe. 


So the Body and its Members are wonder- 
fully fitted for voluntary Motions, and when 
they are moved, it is according to certain ma- 
thematical and mechanical Laws and Forces. 
Theſe are with a great deal of commendable 
Labour examin'd into and accounted for ; and 
theſe Diſcoveries are v:ry admirable, curious and 
fatisfaQory : But what is this to the WILL and 
PowER that J. * theſe Motions, and puts 
them to thoſe Uſes they are ſo well fitted for? 


And when we have finiſh'd all our anato- 
mical, mathematical and mechanical Exami- 
nation and Diſcoveries, and even our Expec- 
ations Will; and Perception are not ſo much 
as trac'd; nor indeed are they at all in any of 
the Proceſſes of Enquiry, being entirely out of 
the material Syſtem. 


There is a common Objection that we know 
not all the Properties and Modifications of Mat- 
ter, and therefore we can't yet tell but what we 
call Mail and Perception, may be Properties and 
Modifications of Matter not yet diſcover'd;, 
but this is trifling and againſt evident Phæno- 
mena and Fact, and appears to thoſe who 
have been moſt induſtrious and moſt happy in 


bid. p. 344, 345- 


3 diſ- 
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diſcovering the Properties of Matter; thoſe do 
only more and more find it to be incapable of 
having any Property or Modification, whereby 
it can begin its own Motions. 


But I ſhall refer the Objectors to what hath 
been elſewhere ſaid in the“ Treatiſe; as alſo 
to the above quoted, moſt happy and ſucceſs- 
ful Philoſopher, Sir Iſaac Newton, and alſo to 
follow his Advice in general, that is to conſi- 
der +, That the main Buſineſs of natural Phi- 
« loſophy is to argue from Phenomena, with- 
out feigning Hypotheſes, and to deduce Cauſes 
« from Effects, till we come to the very firſt 
« Cauſe which certainly is not mechanical, and 
« not only to unfold the Mechaniſm of the 
« World, but chiefly to reſolve thoſe and ſuch 
« like Queſtions.” Among which this before 
us is one. 


Which if we do, and make no Concluſions 
but what are the Sum and Amount of certain 
univerſal Matters of Fact and App:arances to 
Senſe ; throw the Word believe entirely away, 
and expreſs our ſelves in no other Terms but 
what ſhews the Degrees of Knowledge, which 
our involuntary Judgment directs us to; we 
= not fear being led into Superſtition or 

rror. | 


——— — 


* Infal, hum. judgm. 


+ Opticks, p. 344+ 
Pro- 


Providence hath allotted to every Man wrde 
ching in which he may excell and be ſervice- 
able to the World; the teaching Mankind the 

ect Uſe of their Reaſon, hath fallen to my 

| wnſought for; with what Imperfections as 
to Stile, Diction, and Particularities of my own 
I have gone through it, I know the Judicious 


will excuſe (carping Criticks are to be deſpis'd:). 


I could have been glad to have done it without 
touching at all on Religion ; but it is zhere 
Mankind have undergone moſt Miſeries for 
Want of it, and there it hath receiv'd moſt 
Abuſes and Injuries: Here therefore the At- 
tack muſt be made ; and it is here I hope we 
have conquer'd, and at ſurmounted all 


Oppoſition, and eſtabliſn'd it with a Force ſu- * 


perior to that of any temporal Laws and 
their Penalties, and ſnew'd that the Infelicities 
and Degeneracies of Men are chiefly owing 
to themſelves; for there is a ſupream divine 
Reaſon, to whoſe Conduct if we ſubmit, as 
to an able and infallible Charioteer, we ſhall 
be carried through all our Courſes, whether 
corporeal or intellectual, to an y Immor- 
tality in all the Meanings and Applications 
of the Word Immortal. | He | 


* 


; | 
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